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BACKGROUND 

At  t he  hea r t  o f  I nd igenous  Peop les ’  s t rugg le  i s  t he  r ecove ry  o f  t he i r  r i gh t

to  se l f -de te rm ina t i on  because  i t  unde rp ins  t he  en joymen t  o f  a l l  o the r

r i gh t s  i n  ou r  con tex t .  The  cap tu re  o f  ou r  l ands  and  t ake  ove r  o f  ou r  r i gh t  t o

se l f -gove rnmen t  by  ou t s ide r s  has  caused  immense  des t ruc t i on  and  t r agedy

and  have  des tab i l i z ed  ou r  soc i e t i e s .  




We  a re  co lon i zed  peop les .  I t  makes  l i t t l e  d i f f e r ence  whe the r  we  were

fo rced  t o  l i v e  i n  coun t r i e s  c rea ted  and  r u l ed  by  t he  descendan t s  o f  se t t l e r

co lon i a l i s t s  f r om  ove r seas ,  o r  l i k e  i n  As i a ,  i n  coun t r i e s  c rea ted  a f t e r  t he

co lon i ze r s  had  l e f t  and  t ha t  a re  now  r u l ed  by  t he  e l i t e s  o f  t he  dominan t  i n  

 soc i e t y .  What  a l l  I nd igenous  Peop les  have  i n  common  i s  t he  expe r i ence  o f

d i sc r im ina t i on ,  d i spossess ion ,  and  d i sempowermen t  t ha t  f o l l ows

co lon i za t i on .



Many  o f  ou r  commun i t i e s  have  been  f o r ce fu l l y  r e l oca ted ,  ou r  l ands  have

been  t aken  away ,  f o re s t s  have  been  des t royed ,  mounta ins  mined ,  va l l ey s

dammed  and  f l ooded .  Ch i ld ren  a re  f o r ced  i n to  schoo l s  where  none  o f  ou r

l anguages  a re  spoken ,  none  o f  ou r  know ledge  and  va lues  a re  t augh t .  And

we  a re  a l l  f o r ced  t o  l i v e  unde r  gove rnmen t s  t ha t  a re  no t  ou r  own ,  i n  wh ich

we  can  ha rd l y  pa r t i c ipa te ,  and  on  wh ich  we  have  no  i n f l uence .  




The  l o s s  o f  se l f -gove rnmen t  i n  ou r  commun i t i e s  acce le r a te s  soc i a l

d i s i n teg ra t i on ,  a l i ena tes  us  f r om  ou r  r oo t s ,  i t  r obs  us  o f  ou r  capac i t y  t o

co l l ec t i ve l y  i den t i f y  and  add ress  ou r  prob lems  and  needs ,  t o  env i s i on  a

be t t e r  f u tu re  and  f i nd  t he  pa th  t ha t  can  l e ad  us  t he re .  


















I n  t he  i n t e rna t i ona l  a rena ,  t he  adop t i on  o f

I LO  Conven t i on  169  was  t he  beg inn ing  o f

recogn i z i ng  t he  un ique  h i s to r y  and

s i tua t i on  o f  I nd igenous  Peop les  f ocus ing

on  ou r  secu r i t y  and  cu l tu ra l  i n t eg r i t y .

Fu r the r ,  by  adop t ing  t he  UN  Dec la r a t i on  on

the  R igh t s  o f  I nd igenous  Peop les  (UNDR IP ) ,

s t a t e s  r ecogn i zed  I nd igenous  Peop les ’

un ique  cha rac te r i s t i c s  and  d i s t i nc t

wo r ldv i ews ,  and  ou r  r i gh t  t o  se l f -

de te rm ina t i on .  Howeve r ,  ou r  un ique

cha rac te r i s t i c s  and  sys tems  o f  gove rnance ,

wh ich  sp rang  f r om  i n t ima te  assoc i a t i on

w i th  ou r  l ands ,  a re  no t  ye t  pa r t  o f  t he

a rch i t ec tu re  o f  t he  s t a te s  i n  As i a .  







Recogn i z i ng  t he  r i gh t  t o  se l f -de te rm ina t i on

en ta i l s  democ ra t i z a t i on  and  s t r eng then ing

o f  democ racy  i n  As i a .  Th i s  cou ld  prov ide  an

oppo r tun i t y  f o r  t he  S ta te  t o  r ev i s i t  i t s

i n s t i t u t i ona l  a rch i t ec tu re  f o r

accommoda t ing  and  pro tec t i ng  ou r

au tonomy  and  r i gh t  t o  se l f -de te rm ina t i on

tha t  i s  based  on  se l f -gove rnance  o f

Ind igenous  Peop les .  









N o t  o n l y  a r e  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s  s t r u g g l i n g  a n d  r e c l a i m i n g  t h e i r  r i g h t
t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  b u t  s e v e r a l  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y
i n v o l v e d  i n  p e a c e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m s  o f  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n
o r  f o r  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  n e g o t i a t e d  a g r e e m e n t s  o n  a u t o n o m y .  I t  i s
i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  t h a t  A s i a  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s  P a c t  ( A I P P )  i s  l a u n c h i n g  i t s
f i r s t  R e g i o n a l  C o u r s e  o n  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s ’  S e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  a n d
D e m o c r a c y  f r o m  2 7  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 1  t o  1 4  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 1 ,  t o  e n g a g e  i n
r e f l e c t i v e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a n d  b u i l d  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  i n d i g e n o u s  l e a d e r s ,
s c h o l a r s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  A s i a .



OBJECTIVES 

G e n e r a l  o b j e c t i v e :  T o  p r e p a r e  a  p o o l  o f  i n d i g e n o u s  l e a d e r s  w h o  a r e
s c h o o l e d  i n  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  p r a c t i c e  o f  i n d i g e n o u s  g o v e r n a n c e
s y s t e m s ,  s u c h  t h a t  t h e  n u c l e u s  f o r  a  r e g i o n a l  m o v e m e n t  f o r  i n d i g e n o u s
s o v e r e i g n t y ,  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  c a n  b e
c o n s o l i d a t e d  a n d  a d v a n c e d  i n  A s i a .

S p e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s :  

T o  c a t a l y z e  a n d  b u i l d  c a p a c i t i e s  o f  i n d i g e n o u s  l e a d e r s  a n d
s c h o l a r s  o n  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s ’  e p i s t e m o l o g y ,  v a l u e s ,  a n d
g o v e r n a n c e  s y s t e m s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  o n
I P ’ s  S e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  D e m o c r a c y  a t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  a n d
c o u n t r y  l e v e l .

T o  b u i l d  r e g i o n a l  a n d  c o u n t r y  l e v e l  m o v e m e n t s  o n  s e l f -
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  a c r o s s  
I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  M a l a y s i a ,  N e p a l ,
I n d i a ,  a n d  B a n g l a d e s h  a n d  i n i t i a t e  a  
c o a l i t i o n  o f  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  p l a t f o r m  f o r  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n .

T o  f o r m  a  p o o l  o f  i n d i g e n o u s  l e a d e r s  a n d  s c h o l a r s  f r o m  t h e
c o u r s e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  r e i n f o r c e  i n d i g e n o u s  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d
b o l s t e r  t h e  c a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g  a n d  m o b i l i z a t i o n  o n  s e l f -
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  d e m o c r a c y  a t  t h e  l o c a l  a n d  c o u n t r y  l e v e l .





PARTICIPANTS 

T h e  r e g i o n a l  t e a m  o f  I n d i g e n o u s
e x p e r t s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  r e s o u r c e  p e r s o n s
w h o  h a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  f o r
d e c a d e s  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  s e s s i o n s
d u r i n g  t h e  r e g i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e .



T h e  t a r g e t  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  i s  f o r  t h e  1 4
c o u n t r i e s  o f  A I P P ,  a n d  t h i s  p i l o t  p h a s e
w i l l  c o v e r  M a l a y s i a ,  N e p a l ,  I n d i a  a n d
B a n g l a d e s h  ( 2 0 2 1 ) .  



P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  e v e n t  w i l l  b e  o p e n
t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  w i l l  i n c l u d e  s p e a k e r s
f r o m  g r a s s r o o t s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,
g o v e r n m e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  a n d  m a n y
m o r e .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n
p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  u s
t h r o u g h :



F o r  a n y  e n q u i r i e s  w r i t e  t o :  
 c h a r u @ a i p p n e t . o r g
f u j i @ a i p p n e t . o r g

v i s i t  t h i s  p a g e  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrc-ugrT8vE9TLmATYow89PaH3bSdi95Yq
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrc-ugrT8vE9TLmATYow89PaH3bSdi95Yq


L A U NCH  A G E N D A  

WELCOMING AND INTRODUCTION TO THE PROGRAMME

Gam A. Shimray, Secretary General (AIPP)
19:00 - 19:15


OPENING RITUAL ACTIVITY

·      Indigenous Peoples from Thailand
·      Indigenous traditional song from Taiwan

19:15 - 19:35



INAUGURATION SPEECH & PROGRAMME LAUNCHING

Tuomas Aslak Juuso, President, Sami Parliament, Norway 
19:35 - 19:55




29 October 2021, 7pm -9 pm onwards Bangkok time  

CONNECTING WITH THE HISTORICAL ASPIRATION OF AIPP

Gam A. Shimray, Secretary General (AIPP)
19:55 – 20:10




PRESENTATION OF TRADITIONAL SONG

Indigenous song from Thailand.
20:10 – 20:25



GLOBAL SOLIDARITY MESSAGES

H.E David Choquehuanca Céspedes, Vice President of the Plurinational State of Bolivia



Francisco Cali Tzay, UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples



Antonia Urrejola Noguera
Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples & Commissioner of Inter-American

Commission on Human Rights



Dr. Chayan Wattanaphut, Chairperson, Center for Ethnic Studies and Development, Faculty
of Social Science, Chiang Mai University






20:25 – 20:53



WORDS OF APPRECIATION & CLOSING

Patrick Earle, Diplomacy Training Programme 
20:53 – 21:00






T H E  R I G H T  O F  I N D I G E N O U S  P E O P L E S  T O

S E L F - D E T E R M I N A T I O N :  D I V E R S E

P E O P L E S ,  O N E  S T R U G G L E




WEBINAR ON THE OCCASION OF THE LAUNCHING OF
THE COURSE ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ SELF-

GOVERNMENT AND DEMOCRACY



1st November 2021, 1:30pm -4pm Bangkok time









OBJECTIVES 

T o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  d r i v e r s  a n d  t r e n d s  o f  t h e  s h r i n k i n g  c i v i c
s p a c e  i n  A s i a  a n d  i t s  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e l f -
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s  i n  A s i a .



T o  s t r e n g t h e n  s o l i d a r i t y  a n d  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s ’  m o v e m e n t s
f o r  r i g h t  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  d e m o c r a c y  a t  t h e  l o c a l ,
r e g i o n a l  a n d  g l o b a l  l e v e l s .



T o  p r o v i d e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  U N  m e c h a n i s m  i n t e r  a l i a
U N  P e r m a n e n t  F o r u m  o n  I n d i g e n o u s  I s s u e s ,  E x p e r t
M e c h a n i s m  o n  t h e  R i g h t s  o f  I n d i g e n o u s  a n d  t h e  S p e c i a l
R a p p o r t e u r  o n  t h e  R i g h t s  o f  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s .





PARTICIPANTS 

G o v e r n m e n t s
I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s ’  o r g a n i s a t i o n s
a n d  m o v e m e n t s
U N  m e c h a n i s m s ,  m a n d a t e  h o l d e r s
a n d  a g e n c i e s
C S O s  f r o m  A s i a  a n d  b e y o n d

v i s i t  t h i s  p a g e  

F o r  a n y  e n q u i r i e s  w r i t e  t o :  
 c h a r u @ a i p p n e t . o r g
f u j i @ a i p p n e t . o r g

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0oc-urrzgqE9Q-bcqkZeo_My4yZkS5MZMl
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0oc-urrzgqE9Q-bcqkZeo_My4yZkS5MZMl


W E B I N A R  &  B O O K  L A U NCH

A G E N D A   

FACILITATOR

Gam A. Shimray, Secretary General (AIPP)
13:30 – 13:45



WELCOME REMARK

Kittisak Rattanakrajangsri, Chairperson, AIPP
13:45 – 13:55




1st November 2021, 13:30 – 16:00, Bangkok Time




BOOK LAUNCH OF THE AIPP SERIES ON RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION &
INDIGENOUS SELF-GOVERNMENT SYSTEMS 




Facilitator
Gam A. Shimray, AIPP

14:40 – 14:45
Book launching

Ann Nourgam, Chairperson, UNPFII
14:45 – 15:00

Inclusion of Indigenous youth and Self-determination 
Chandra Tripura, Executive Council Member (Youth), AIPP

15:00 – 15:05
Solidarity messages

1.Embassy of Sweden, Thailand



2.Binota Moy Dhamai, Vice Chair of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples

15:05 – 15:15



SPEAKERS 

Philippines: An analysis of the prospects and challenges of Indigenous Peoples Rights
Act (1997) in the face of rise in authoritarianism – Beverly Longid, Katribu Nasyunal



Malaysia: Challenges to democratization in Malaysia and the prospects for right to

self-determination of Indigenous Peoples – Jannie Lasimbang, Member of Legislative
Assembly, Sabah State



Indonesia: Indigenous Peoples’ initiatives towards self-governance – Rukka

Sombolinggi, Secretary General, Alliance of Indigenous Peoples of the Archipelago
(AMAN)




SPECIAL PRESENTATION 

Civic Space and Self-governance of Indigenous Peoples: Why we need to go back to
the roots

Dr. Colin Nicholas, Center for Orang Asli Concerns
13:55 – 14:10






WEBINAR: CONTINUED WITH SPEAKERS 

Bangladesh: Trend of shrinking civic space and its implication on the implementation
on the rights of Indigenous Peoples in Bangladesh and the Chittagong Hill Tracks

Accord – Gautam Kumar Chakma, Member, Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional
Council(CHTRC) and political leader



India: Deciphering the Indo-Naga peace talks from the perspective of right to self-
determination – Neingulo Krome, Secretary General, Naga Peoples Movement for

Human Rights (NPMHR)



Nepal: TowardsIndigenous Peoples’ vision for self-determination and democracy in
Nepal – Dr. Krishna Bhattachan, Professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology,

Tribhuvan University
15:15 – 15:45




BOOK LAUNCH OF THE AIPP SERIES ON RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION &
INDIGENOUS SELF-GOVERNMENT SYSTEMS 




Facilitator
Gam A. Shimray, AIPP

14:40 – 14:45
Book launching

Ann Nourgam, Chairperson, UNPFII
14:45 – 15:00

Inclusion of Indigenous youth and Self-determination 
Chandra Tripura, Executive Council Member (Youth), AIPP

15:00 – 15:05
Solidarity messages

1.Embassy of Sweden, Thailand



2.Binota Moy Dhamai, Vice Chair of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples

15:05 – 15:15



SUMMARY 

Gam A. Shimray, Secretary General, AIPP
15:45 – 15:55




WORDS OF APPRECIATION & CLOSING

International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA)
15:55 – 16:00






INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ SELF-GOVERNMENT AND DEMOCRACY

CR E A T I N G  I N D I G E N O U S  L E A D E R S  



R E G I O N A L  T R A I N I N G  CO U R S E




INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ SELF-GOVERNMENT AND DEMOCRACY

COURSE CONTENT 

1.   Self-reflection (Where are we coming from? Where are we now?
Where are we leading to and predicting our future? - understanding
our past, present situation and future.)
2.   Learning about concept and idea of “Indigenous Self-government
and Democracy” (Self-determination, Autonomy, Self-
government/Self-governance, Pluralism, Federalism, Subsidiarity,
Liberal-democratic governance, Communitarian Governance, Party
Politics and Indigenous Peoples in Mainstream Politics etc.) 
3.   Identifying grounding values and guiding principles of
Indigenous Self-government
4.   Deepening the understanding (reading and discussing the case
studies, joint exercise: applying assessment criteria to case studies.
5.   Re-assessment (re-assessing the situation using new concepts,
ideas, innovations and criteria for good self-government)
6.   Envisioning our future (what we want? How could the self-
determination of our peoples and communities look like? 
7.   Assessing possibilities for change. How can this be achieved:
developing a strategy)?



8-18 November, 10am-5pm Bangkok time






1 1 2  M o o  1 ,  T a m b o n  S a n p r a n a t e ,  A m p h u r
S a n s a i ,  C h i a n g  M a i  5 0 2 1 0 ,  T h a i l a n d



T e l :  + 6 6  ( 0 )  5 3  3 4 3  5 3 9
F a x :  + 6 6  ( 0 )  5 3  3 4 3  5 4 0



a i p p m a i l @ a i p p n e t . o r g
a i p p . r c d p @ g m a i l . c o m

CO-HOSTS 

Diplomacy Training Programme (DTP)
 International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA)




SUPPORTED BY:

SIDA
MISEREOR

THE CHRISTENSEN FUND 




