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Dialogue Meeting on 
Enhanced IPs Participation at the UN
(11 - 12 November 2016, Bangkok, Thailand)

Organised by AIPP, Sami Parliament of Norway and IWGIA

Background
Building on the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and various studies and proposals from Indigenous 
peoples, the 2014 high-level plenary meeting of the General As-
sembly, known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, 
committed to “consider ways to enable the participation of in-
digenous peoples’ representatives and institutions in meetings 
of relevant United Nations bodies on issues affecting them” (A/
RES/69/2, paragraph 33).   There have been several notable and 
important steps taken and documentation prepared between 
September 2014 and September 2016 to move forward the po-
litical processes necessary for the General Assembly to, in the 
future, pass a resolution enhancing Indigenous Peoples’ partici-
pation in the United Nations, including:

  •  In May 2015, the UN Secretary General outlined consider-
ations to be addressed to enhancing Indigenous Peoples’ par-
ticipation at the UN: Progress made in the implementation of 
the outcome document of the high-level plenary meeting of the 
General Assembly known as the World Conference on Indige-
nous Peoples (A/70/84–E/2015/76).

  •  In December 2015, the UN General Assembly requested 
the President of the General Assembly (PGA) to conduct con-
sultations “on the possible measures necessary, including pro-
cedural and institutional steps and selection criteria, to enable 
the participation of indigenous peoples’ representatives and 
institutions in meetings of relevant United Nations bodies on is-
sues affecting them, and also requests the President to prepare 
a compilation of the views presented during the consultations, 
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including good practices within the United Nations regarding in-
digenous peoples’ participation, which will form the basis for a 
draft text to be finalized and adopted by the Assembly during its 
seventy-first session.” (A/70/84–E/2015/76).

  •  In February 2016, the PGA appointed four advisors to assist 
him in carrying out consultations on the possible measures nec-
essary, including procedural and institutional steps and selec-
tion criteria, to enable the participation of indigenous peoples’ 
representatives and institutions in meetings of relevant United 
Nations bodies on issues affecting them; two representatives of 
UN Member States, Ambassador Kai Sauer (Finland) and Am-
bassador Martha Ama Akyaa Pobbee (Ghana), and two repre-
sentatives of Indigenous Peoples, Dr. Claire Winfield Ngamihi 
Charters (Pacific region) and Professor James Anaya (North 
American region). (http://www.un.org/pga/70/wp-content/
uploads/sites/10/2015/08/18-Feb_Rights-of-Indigenous-Peo-
ples-18-February-2016.pdf)

  •  With the support of four advisors, the PGA conducted one 
electronic consultation and three face-to-face consultations 
with Indigenous peoples’ organizations and member states be-
tween March and July 2016, publishing the compilation of views 
in mid-July 2016. The PGA’s compilation includes an addendum 
outlining the “Potential Elements for Discussion During the 71st 
Session of the UN General Assembly”, which might form the ba-
sis of negotiations on a General Assembly resolution to enhance 
Indigenous peoples’ participation at the UN.1  (PGA’s compila-
tion A/70/990).

  •  In September 2016, the PGA of the 71st session of the Gener-
al Assembly, reappointed the four advisors to lead consultations 
on improving indigenous peoples’ participation at the UN. 

  •  The next steps in the process are not yet certain.  They will be 
determined by the PGA of the 71st session, but they are likely to 
include consultations/negotiations to develop a resolution text.  
The compilation and the elements for discussion are likely to 
form the basis of any draft text of a resolution enhancing Indig-
enous peoples’ participation and will be a focus in negotiations. 

¹ The 71st session of the UN General Assembly is from 13 September 2016 – 12 
September 2017.	
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  •  It will be important to ensure that the modalities of the con-
sultations/negotiations on the resolution include Indigenous 
peoples.

Documentation
For more detail and to access relevant documentation, please 
see the website associated with this process: https://www.un-
.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/participation-of-in-
digenous-peoples-at-the-united-nations.html. 

Purpose of the Dialogue Meeting
The purpose of the Dialogue Meeting, to be held in Bangkok, 
Thailand, from 11 – 12 November 2016, is to provide Indigenous 
representatives the opportunity to consider and consolidate 
their positions and strategies with respect to the specific issues 
raised in the PGA’s compilation of views and elements for dis-
cussion.  It might be hoped that the workshop participants will 
be able to identify the points on which they agree, the points 
where they might take different positions as well as how Indig-
enous peoples might strategically further their objectives in the 
consultations/negotiations.  Indigenous representatives are ex-
pected to consult within their communities on the issues raised.

The Dialogue Meeting is initiated and co-hosted by the Asia In-
digenous Peoples Pact (AIPP), Sami Parliament of Norway and 
International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA). This 
is an open-ended dialogue meeting, open to all interested in-
digenous peoples’ representatives. It is hoped that indigenous 
representatives from all seven indigenous socio-cultural regions 
will be able to attend the open-ended meeting. 

The Dialogue Meeting is an initiative of the three co-hosts; it is 
an attempt to initiate a dialogue on the specific issues that will 
need to be resolved in the upcoming consultations/negotiations 
in the UN General Assembly. 
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The co-hosts have invited the PGA’s two indigenous co-advisors, 
Professor Anaya and Dr. Charters, to attend the Dialogue Meet-
ing. They have both accepted the invitation. 

The first day of the meeting (11 November 2016) is set aside 
for indigenous peoples’ internal discussions on matters related 
to this process. The second day (12 November 2016) will be a 
dialogue meeting between indigenous representatives and the 
PGA’s two indigenous co-advisors. 

Key Issues
The specific issues identified in the PGA’s consultation process 
are elaborated on more fully in the compilation of views, dat-
ed 8 July 2016 (A/70/990).  The focus of the Dialogue Meeting 
would be on the “elements for discussion” as they set out the 
specific issues that will need to be resolved in the upcoming 
consultations/negotiations.  The questions include:

  •  The venue for enhanced Indigenous peoples’ participation: 
Should this include all General Assembly meetings or specific 
meetings of it and its subsidiary bodies?  How might the Gener-
al Assembly positively influence the Human Rights Council and 
the Economic and Social Council to enhance participation of In-
digenous peoples?  Might the General Assembly also encourage 
enhancing participation for Indigenous peoples in conferences 
convened by the General Assembly and/or UN programmes, 
funds and specialized agencies?

  •  Modalities for participation (these might differ depending on 
institution and/or meeting): Should a set number of speaking/
participation spots be allocated to accredited Indigenous peo-
ples’ organizations? Should Indigenous peoples’ entities have 
specific modalities regulating their participation in the General 
Assembly? What might be the modalities for Indigenous partici-
pation in the Human Rights Council and the Economic and Social 
Council?

  •  Recognition/selection mechanism: Should a new body be es-
tablished to determine those Indigenous organizations that are 
eligible to participate?  If yes, what might be the make-up of that 
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body?  Might an existing institution, for example the Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues, play the role of the selection mech-
anism?  Should the General Assembly have the authority to ap-
prove the selection of Indigenous peoples’ bodies identified by 
the selection body?

  •  Selection criteria:  What are the appropriate criteria to de-
termine whether an entity is genuinely representative of one 
or more Indigenous peoples, tribe, community or nation?  How 
much discretion should the selection body have in making such 
a determination? To what extent should self-identification be 
relevant?  To what extent should state recognition as an Indige-
nous organization be a determining factor, if at all? What other 
factors might be taken into account? Indigenous peoples’ enti-
ties, once selected, should have full authority to determine the 
individuals who are to represent them.  
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Dialogue Meeting on 
Enhanced IPs Participation at the UN
(11 - 12 November 2016, Bangkok, Thailand)

Outcome

The purpose of the Dialogue Meeting was to provide Indigenous 
participants from all seven socioeconomic regions the opportu-
nity to consider and consolidate their positions and strategies 
with respect to the specific issues raised in the PGA’s final com-
pilation report (A/70/990).

Key Issue A: Venue for Enhanced Indigenous Peo-
ples’ Participation
Key issue A addresses the question of where in the UN indige-
nous peoples’ participation should be enhanced. Key issue A is 
elaborated upon in paragraphs 9 - 24 of the PGA’s final compi-
lation report. 

Relevant questions to consider are: Should this include all Gen-
eral Assembly meetings or specific meetings of it and its sub-
sidiary bodies?  How might the General Assembly positively in-
fluence the Human Rights Council and the Economic and Social 
Council to enhance participation of Indigenous peoples?  Might 
the General Assembly also encourage enhancing participation 
for Indigenous peoples in conferences convened by the General 
Assembly and/or UN programmes, funds and specialized agen-
cies?

Possible issues for further consideration conveyed to the indig-
enous advisers:

Indigenous peoples should be able to participate at the UN at 
all levels including the General Assembly, its subsidiary bod-
ies and conferences convened by the GA. Understanding that 
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other UN fora are independent and that the GA can encourage 
or invite them to enhance the participation of indigenous peo-
ples entities including the Human Rights Council, ECOSOC, UN 
programmes, funds and specialised agencies and Treaty mon-
itoring bodies.

Key Issue B: Modalities for Participation
Key issue B addresses the question of what enhanced partici-
pation would look like. Key issue B is elaborated upon in para-
graphs 25 - 30 of the PGA’s final compilation report. 

Relevant questions to consider are: Should a set number of 
speaking/participation spots be allocated to accredited Indige-
nous peoples’ organizations? Should Indigenous peoples’ enti-
ties have specific modalities regulating their participation in the 
General Assembly? What might be the modalities for Indigenous 
participation in the Human Rights Council and the Economic and 
Social Council?

Possible issues for further consideration conveyed to the indig-
enous advisers:

Attendance and right to speak at all formal meetings of the GA, 
closed meetings of the GA effecting indigenous peoples, con-
ferences convened by the GA and GA subsidiary bodies. Ability 
to make written submissions and representations in all these 
fora.

The same level of participation should extend to all UN fora 
including the Human Rights Council, ECOSOC, UN programmes, 
funds and specialised agencies and Treaty monitoring bodies.

Key Issue C: Recognition/Selection Mechanism
Key issue C addresses the question of who will decide which in-
digenous entities are eligible for this enhanced participation sta-
tus. Key issue C is elaborated upon in paragraphs 31 - 36 of the 
PGA’s final compilation report.
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Relevant questions to consider are: Should a new body be estab-
lished to determine those Indigenous entities that are eligible to 
participate?  If yes, what might be the make-up of that body?  
Might an existing institution, for example the Permanent Forum 
on Indigenous Issues, play the role of the selection mechanism?  
Should the General Assembly have the authority to approve the 
selection of Indigenous peoples’ entities identified by the selec-
tion body?

Possible issues for further consideration conveyed to the indig-
enous advisers:

The ECOSOC NGO committee is not considered the appropriate 
body to accredit indigenous peoples entities. The following op-
tions were discussed: a new independent body comprised of 
equal numbers of representatives of indigenous peoples and 
states; a new body comprised of independent experts; the PF 
members determining accreditation. Broadest support was for 
the establishment of a new body composed of equal numbers 
of representatives of indigenous peoples and states. The pro-
cess concludes with a decision by the accreditation body.

Key Issue D: Criteria for Accreditation
Key issue D addresses the question as to which indigenous en-
tities will be eligible for this enhanced participation. Key issue 
D is elaborated upon in paragraphs 37 - 46 of the PGA’s final 
compilation report. 

Relevant questions to consider are: What are the appropriate 
criteria to determine whether an entity is genuinely represen-
tative of one or more Indigenous peoples, tribe, community or 
nation?  How much discretion should the selection body have in 
making such a determination? To what extent should self-iden-
tification be relevant?  To what extent should state recognition 
as an Indigenous 

organization be a determining factor, if at all? What other fac-
tors might be taken into account? Indigenous peoples’ entities, 
once selected, should have full authority to determine the indi-
viduals who are to represent them.
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Two further relevant questions that also need to be considered 
during discussion of Key issue D are whether it is appropriate to 
develop a definition of indigenous peoples in order to assist in 
determining which indigenous entities are eligible for this en-
hanced status and, whether states in determining the eligibility 
of indigenous entities should be able to exercise a ‘no objection’ 
clause which would enable them to prevent the recognition of 
certain indigenous entities. Both these questions are topical 
but have been raised by states therefore it is important that the 
meeting consider them.

Possible issues for further consideration conveyed to the indig-
enous advisers:

Establish permanent observer status within the UN system 
enabling indigenous peoples and nations direct participation 
through their representative institutions, including their gov-
ernments, parliaments, traditional councils and other authori-
ties, recognising that the situation varies from region to region 
and taking into account various historical and cultural back-
grounds. 

A definition of indigenous peoples and a ‘no objection’ clause 
were considered not appropriate nor necessary.
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Name of participants Contact details Organisation Region

1 Elifuraha Isaya LALTAIKA elifuraha.laltaika1@gmail.com 
and elilaltaika@yahoo.com  ALAPA/Tanzania Africa

2 Kanyinke SENA kanyinke@gmail.com  IPACE/MRG Africa

3 Kuupik KLEIST  kvk@ggnuuk.gl  ICC Arctic

4 Hjalmar DAHL jalma@greennet.gl and hjal-
mar@inuit.org  Arctic

5 Tuomas Aslak JUUSO tuomas.juuso@samediggi.fi
 Sami Parliamentary 
Council/Finnish Sami 

Parliament
Arctic

6 Anne NUORGAM anne.nuorgam@ulapland.fi University of Lapland Arctic

7 Alexey TSYKAREV alexey.tsykarev@gmail.com
 Consultative Com-

mittee of Finno-Ugric 
Peoples

Russian 
Federation

8 Frank ETTAWAGESHIK fettawa@charter.net  NCAI North 
America

9 Ed John edjohn@fns.bc.ca  First Nations Summit North 
America

10 Famark HLAWNCHING suikhar@hotmail.com AIPP Asia

11 Andrew AMBROSE atamakatama@gmail.com PACOS TRUST Asia

12 Rukka SOMBOLINGGI rsombolinggi@aman.or.id AMAN Asia

13 Joji CARINO joji@forestpeoples.org FPP Asia

14 Pratima GURUNG mailmepratima508@gmail.
com IPWDGN Asia

15 Les MALEZER les.malezer@gmail.com  FAIRA Pacific

16 Tracey WHARE wharetracey@gmail.com  Aotearoa Indigenous 
Rights Trust Pacific

17 Claire CHARTERS c.charters@auckland.ac.nz Co-advisor Co-advisor

18 James ANAYA James.Anaya@Colorado.EDU Co-advisor Co-advisor

19 John HENRIKSEN john.henriksen@samediggi.no Sami Parliament of 
Norway Organizer

20 Lola GARCIA-ALIX lga@iwgia.org IWGIA Organizer 

21 Patricia WATTIMENA patricia@aippnet.org AIPP Organizer 

22 Kamonphan SAELE ale.aippnet.org AIPP Organizer

23 Alexandra Bray KINSELLA Alexandra.Kinsella@Colorado.
EDU

Assistant to Prof. 
James Anaya

24 Jose Carlos MORALES jcarlosm6@gmail.com Org. Indigena Kus-Ku-
ra Civil Society

 Latin 
America

List of participants
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World Conference on 
Indigenous Peoples (WCIP)
(22 - 23 September 2014, New York, USA)

Outcome Document

1. We, the Heads of State and Government, ministers and rep-
resentatives of Member States, reaffirming our solemn commit-
ment to the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations, in a spirit of cooperation with the indigenous peoples 
of the world, are assembled at United Nations Headquarters in 
New York on 22 and 23 September 2014, on the occasion of the 
high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly known as 
the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, to reiterate the 
important and continuing role of the United Nations in promot-
ing and protecting the rights of indigenous peoples.

2. We welcome the indigenous peoples’ preparatory process-
es for the World Conference, including the Global Indigenous 
Preparatory Conference held in Alta, Norway, in June 2013. We 
take note of the outcome document of the Alta Conference1 and 
other contributions made by indigenous peoples. We also wel-
come the inclusive preparatory process for the high-level ple-
nary meeting, including the comprehensive engagement of the 
representatives of indigenous peoples.

3. We reaffirm our support for the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, adopted by the General 
Assembly on 13 September 2007,2 and our commitments made 
in this respect to consult and cooperate in good faith with the 
indigenous peoples concerned through their own representa-
tive institutions in order to obtain their free, prior and informed 
consent before adopting and implementing legislative or admin-
istrative measures that may affect them, in accordance with the 
applicable principles of the Declaration.

1 A/67/994, annex.	
² Resolution 61/295, annex.	
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4. We reaffirm our solemn commitment to respect, promote 
and advance and in no way diminish the rights of indigenous 
peoples and to uphold the principles of the Declaration.

5. In addition to the Declaration, we recall the other major 
achievements of the past two decades in building an internation-
al framework for the advancement of the rights and aspirations 
of the world’s indigenous peoples, including the establishment 
of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the creation of 
the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and 
the establishment of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on 
the rights of indigenous peoples. We commit ourselves to giv-
ing due consideration to recommendations and advice issued by 
those bodies in cooperation with indigenous peoples.

6. We encourage those States that have not yet ratified or ac-
ceded to the International Labour Organization Indigenous and 
Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No. 169),3 to consider doing 
so. We recall the obligation of ratifying States under the Conven-
tion to develop coordinated and systematic action to protect the 
rights of indigenous peoples.

7. We commit ourselves to taking, in consultation and coopera-
tion with indigenous peoples, appropriate measures at the na-
tional level, including legislative, policy and administrative mea-
sures, to achieve the ends of the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and to promote awareness of it 
among all sectors of society, including members of legislatures, 
the judiciary and the civil service.

8. We commit ourselves to cooperating with indigenous peo-
ples, through their own representative institutions, to develop 
and implement national action plans, strategies or other mea-
sures, where relevant, to achieve the ends of the Declaration.

9. We commit ourselves to promoting and protecting the rights 
of indigenous persons with disabilities and to continuing to im-
prove their social and economic conditions, including by devel-
oping targeted measures for the aforementioned action plans, 
strategies or measures, in collaboration with indigenous persons 
with disabilities. We also commit ourselves to ensuring that na-
tional legislative, policy and institutional structures relating to 

³ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1650, No. 28383.	
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indigenous peoples are inclusive of indigenous persons with dis-
abilities and contribute to the advancement of their rights.

10. We commit ourselves to working with indigenous peoples 
to disaggregate data, as appropriate, or conduct surveys and to 
utilizing holistic indicators of indigenous peoples’ well-being to 
address the situation and needs of indigenous peoples and indi-
viduals, in particular older persons, women, youth, children and 
persons with disabilities.

11. We commit ourselves to ensuring equal access to high-qual-
ity education that recognizes the diversity of the culture of in-
digenous peoples and to health, housing, water, sanitation and 
other economic and social programmes to improve well-being, 
including through initiatives, policies and the provision of re-
sources. We intend to empower indigenous peoples to deliver 
such programmes as far as possible.

12. We recognize the importance of indigenous peoples’ health 
practices and their traditional medicine and knowledge.

13. We commit ourselves to ensuring that indigenous individuals 
have equal access to the highest attainable standard of physical 
and mental health. We also commit ourselves to intensifying ef-
forts to reduce rates of HIV and AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis and 
non-communicable diseases by focusing on prevention, includ-
ing through appropriate programmes, policies and resources for 
indigenous individuals, and to ensure their access to sexual and 
reproductive health and reproductive rights in accordance with 
the Programme of Action of the International Conference on 
Population and Development,4 the Beijing Platform for Action5 
and the outcome documents of their review conferences.

14. We commit ourselves to promoting the right of every indig-
enous child, in community with members of his or her group, to 
enjoy his or her own culture, to profess and practise his or her 
own religion or to use his or her own language.

⁴ Report of the International Conference on Population and Development, 
Cairo, 5-13 September 1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.95.XIII.18), 
chap. I, resolution 1, annex.	
⁵ Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15 September 
1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.IV.13), chap. I, resolution 1, 
annex II.	
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15. We support the empowerment and capacity-building of in-
digenous youth, including their full and effective participation in 
decision-making processes in matters that affect them. We com-
mit ourselves to developing, in consultation with indigenous 
peoples, policies, programmes and resources, where relevant, 
that target the well-being of indigenous youth, in particular in 
the areas of health, education, employment and the transmis-
sion of traditional knowledge, languages and practices, and to 
taking measures to promote awareness and understanding of 
their rights.

16. We acknowledge that indigenous peoples’ justice institu-
tions can play a positive role in providing access to justice and 
dispute resolution and contribute to harmonious relationships 
within indigenous peoples’ communities and within society. We 
commit ourselves to coordinating and conducting dialogue with 
those institutions, where they exist.

17. We commit ourselves to supporting the empowerment of 
indigenous women and to formulating and implementing, in 
collaboration with indigenous peoples, in particular indigenous 
women and their organizations, policies and programmes de-
signed to promote capacity-building and strengthen their lead-
ership. We support measures that will ensure the full and ef-
fective participation of indigenous women in decision-making 
processes at all levels and in all areas and eliminate barriers to 
their participation in political, economic, social and cultural life.

18. We commit ourselves to intensifying our efforts, in coopera-
tion with indigenous peoples, to prevent and eliminate all forms 
of violence and discrimination against indigenous peoples and 
individuals, in particular, women, children, youth, older persons 
and persons with disabilities, by strengthening legal, policy and 
institutional frameworks.

19. We invite the Human Rights Council to consider examining 
the causes and consequences of violence against indigenous 
women and girls, in consultation with the Special Rapporteur 
on violence against women, its causes and consequences, the 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples and 
other special procedures mandate holders within their respec-
tive mandates. We also invite the Commission on the Status of 
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Women to consider the issue of the empowerment of indige-
nous women at a future session.

20. We recognize commitments made by States, with regard to 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peo-
ples, to consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous 
peoples concerned through their own representative institu-
tions in order to obtain their free and informed consent prior 
to the approval of any project affecting their lands or territories 
and other resources.

21. We also recognize commitments made by States, with regard 
to the Declaration, to establish at the national level, in conjunc-
tion with the indigenous peoples concerned, fair, independent, 
impartial, open and transparent processes to acknowledge, ad-
vance and adjudicate the rights of indigenous peoples pertain-
ing to lands, territories and resources.

22. We recognize that the traditional knowledge, innovations 
and practices of indigenous peoples and local communities 
make an important contribution to the conservation and sus-
tainable use of biodiversity. We acknowledge the importance of 
the participation of indigenous peoples, wherever possible, in 
the benefits of their knowledge, innovations and practices.

23. We intend to work with indigenous peoples to address the 
impact or potential impact on them of major development proj-
ects, including those involving the activities of extractive indus-
tries, including with the aim of managing risks appropriately.

24. We recall the responsibility of transnational corporations 
and other business enterprises to respect all applicable laws 
and international principles, including the United Nations Guid-
ing Principles on Business and Human Rights: Implementing the 
United Nations “Protect, Respect and Remedy” Framework,6 
and to operate transparently and in a socially and environmen-
tally responsible manner. In this regard, we commit ourselves 
to taking further steps, as appropriate, to prevent abuses of the 
rights of indigenous peoples.

25. We commit ourselves to developing, in conjunction with the 
indigenous peoples concerned, and where appropriate, policies, 

⁶ A/HRC/17/31, annex.	
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programmes and resources to support indigenous peoples’ oc-
cupations, traditional subsistence activities, economies, liveli-
hoods, food security and nutrition.

26. We recognize the importance of the role that indigenous 
peoples can play in economic, social and environmental devel-
opment through traditional sustainable agricultural practices, 
including traditional seed supply systems, and access to credit 
and other financial services, markets, secure land tenure, health 
care, social services, education, training, knowledge and appro-
priate and affordable technologies, including for irrigation, and 
water harvesting and storage.

27. We affirm and recognize the importance of indigenous peo-
ples’ religious and cultural sites and of providing access to and 
repatriation of their ceremonial objects and human remains in 
accordance with the ends of the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. We commit ourselves to 
developing, in conjunction with the indigenous peoples con-
cerned, fair, transparent and effective mechanisms for access to 
and repatriation of ceremonial objects and human remains at 
the national and international levels.

28. We invite the Human Rights Council, taking into account the 
views of indigenous peoples, to review the mandates of its ex-
isting mechanisms, in particular the Expert Mechanism on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, during the sixty-ninth session of 
the General Assembly, with a view to modifying and improving 
the Expert Mechanism so that it can more effectively promote 
respect for the Declaration, including by better assisting Mem-
ber States to monitor, evaluate and improve the achievement of 
the ends of the Declaration.

29. We invite the human rights treaty bodies to consider the 
Declaration in accordance with their respective mandates. We 
encourage Member States to include, as appropriate, informa-
tion on the situation of the rights of indigenous peoples, includ-
ing measures taken to pursue the objectives of the Declaration, 
in reports to those bodies and during the universal periodic re-
view process.
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30. We welcome the increasingly important role of national 
and regional human rights institutions in contributing to the 
achievement of the ends of the Declaration. We encourage the 
private sector, civil society and academic institutions to take an 
active role in promoting and protecting the rights of indigenous 
peoples.

31. We request the Secretary-General, in consultation and co-
operation with indigenous peoples, the Inter-Agency Support 
Group on Indigenous Peoples’ Issues and Member States, to be-
gin the development, within existing resources, of a system-wide 
action plan to ensure a coherent approach to achieving the ends 
of the Declaration and to report to the General Assembly at its 
seventieth session, through the Economic and Social Council, on 
progress made. We invite the Secretary- General to accord, by 
the end of the seventieth session of the Assembly, an existing 
senior official of the United Nations system, with access to the 
highest levels of decision-making within the system, responsi-
bility for coordinating the action plan, raising awareness of the 
rights of indigenous peoples at the highest possible level and 
increasing the coherence of the activities of the system in this 
regard.

32. We invite United Nations agencies, funds and programmes, 
in addition to resident coordinators, where appropriate, to 
support the implementation, upon request, of national action 
plans, strategies or other measures to achieve the ends of the 
Declaration, in accordance with national priorities and United 
Nations Development Assistance Frameworks, where they exist, 
through better coordination and cooperation.

33. We commit ourselves to considering, at the seventieth ses-
sion of the General Assembly, ways to enable the participation 
of indigenous peoples’ representatives and institutions in meet-
ings of relevant United Nations bodies on issues affecting them, 
including any specific proposals made by the Secretary-General 
in response to the request made in paragraph 40 below.

34. We encourage Governments to recognize the significant con-
tribution of indigenous peoples to the promotion of sustainable 
development, in order to achieve a just balance among the eco-
nomic, social and environmental needs of present and future 
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generations, and the need to promote harmony with nature to 
protect our planet and its ecosystems, known as Mother Earth 
in a number of countries and regions.

35. We commit ourselves to respecting the contributions of in-
digenous peoples to ecosystem management and sustainable 
development, including knowledge acquired through experi-
ence in hunting, gathering, fishing, pastoralism and agriculture, 
as well as their sciences, technologies and cultures.

36. We confirm that indigenous peoples’ knowledge and strate-
gies to sustain their environment should be respected and taken 
into account when we develop national and international ap-
proaches to climate change mitigation and adaptation.

37. We note that indigenous peoples have the right to deter-
mine and develop priorities and strategies for exercising their 
right to development. In this regard, we commit ourselves to 
giving due consideration to all the rights of indigenous peoples 
in the elaboration of the post-2015 development agenda.

38. We invite Member States and actively encourage the private 
sector and other institutions to contribute to the United Nations 
Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Peoples, the Trust Fund on In-
digenous Issues, the Indigenous Peoples Assistance Facility and 
the United Nations Indigenous Peoples’ Partnership as a means 
of respecting and promoting the rights of indigenous peoples 
worldwide.

39. We request the Secretary-General to include relevant infor-
mation on indigenous peoples in his final report on the achieve-
ment of the Millennium Development Goals.

40. We request the Secretary-General, in consultation with the 
Inter-Agency Support Group on Indigenous Peoples’ Issues and 
Member States, taking into account the views expressed by 
indigenous peoples, to report to the General Assembly at its 
seventieth session on the implementation of the present out-
come document, and to submit at the same session, through 
the Economic and Social Council, recommendations regarding 
how to use, modify and improve existing United Nations mecha-
nisms to achieve the ends of the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, ways to enhance a coherent, 
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system-wide approach to achieving the ends of the Declaration 
and specific proposals to enable the participation of indigenous 
peoples’ representatives and institutions, building on his report 
on ways and means of promoting participation at the United 
Nations of indigenous peoples’ representatives on the issues 
affecting them.7 

⁷ A/HRC/21/24.	





© Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP) 2017

AIPP at a glance
The Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP) is a regional organization founded in 1988 by in-
digenous peoples’ movements as a platform for solidarity and cooperation. AIPP is actively 
promoting and defending indigenous peoples’ rights and human rights, sustainable devel-
opment and management of resources and environment protection.   Through the years, 
AIPP has developed its expertise on grassroots capacity building, advocacy and networking 
from local to global levels and strengthening partnerships with indigenous organizations, 
support NGOs, UN agencies and other institutions. At present, AIPP has 47 members from 
14 countries in Asia with 7 indigenous peoples’ national alliances/networks and 35 local 
and sub-national organizations including 16 are ethnic-based organizations, five indigenous 
wo indigenous youth organizations.

Through our Indigenous Women (IW) programme, AIPP aims to empower indigenous wom-
en through networking, education and capacity building activities with the ove all goal for 
indigenous women to assert, promote and protect their rights as women and as indigenous 
peoples.

Our Vision
Indigenous peoples in Asia are living with dignity and fully exercising their rights, distinct 
cultures and identity, and enhancing their sustainable management systems on lands, ter-
ritories and resources for their own future and development in an environment of peace, 
justice and equality.

Our Mission
AIPP strengthen the solidarity, cooperation and capacities of indigenous peoples in Asia to 
promote and protect their rights, cultures and identities, and their sustainable resource 
management system for their development and self-determination.

AIPP Programmes
•	 Human Rights Campaign and Policy Advocacy

•	 Communication and Development
•	 Regional Capacity Building

•	 Environment
•	 Indigenous Women

AIPP is accredited as an NGO in special consultative status with the UN Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC) and as observer organizations of the United Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the 
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).

AIPP is also a member of International Land Coalition (ILC), Global Environment Facility 
(GEF) NGO Network, International Network for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ES-
CR-Net) andan affiliated network of the Rights and Resources Initiative (RRI).


